[Mastoidectomy and seromucous otitis].
Twenty-nine children presenting with chronically recurring serous otitis media, or with serous otitis media complicated by retracted eardrum, underwent either unilateral or bilateral mastoidectomy. For 23 of the children (26 surgical cases) whose follow-up extended over a sufficiently long period of time, results were assessed by otoscopic eardrum inspection, audiometry, and tympanometry. Long-standing recovery of serous otitis media, accompanied by a return to normal of the tympanic membrane, the tympanometric and audiometric parameters, was achieved in 2/3 of cases. These data compare well with results obtained by other authors, and they are telling as regards the efficacy of mastoidectomy for stabilizing the inflammatory process and restoring normal tubal function, in some cases of chronic serous otitis media.